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Burn barrels put on scrap heap of history

Enduring rural practice of waste disposal ends as total state ban starts

By BRIAN NEARING, Staff writer
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ALBANY -- An artifact of life in the country, the backyard burn barrel, came to an end
Wednesday under new state environmental rules.

Outdoor waste burning is now banned in all towns, regardiess of population. Such burning has
been illegal in towns of 20,000 people or more since 1972.

DEC said the tougher rules are needed because burning of waste can release harmful chemicals
like dioxins into the air, in large part because barrels burn at much lower temperatures than
commercial incinerators, allowing dangerous compounds to escape destruction.

"The greatest source of dioxin exposure in New York today is the dioxin that is formed from
backyard burn barrels," said Dr. David Carpenter, Director of the Institute for Health and the
Environment at the University at Albany, who spoke Wednesday at a news conference in the
Capitol of environmental activists who support the new law.

"Dioxin is a proven human carcinogen, and also increases the risk of a number of other
diseases, including heart disease, diabetes and altered endocrine function. It is a major
advance to ban back-yard burning in New York," Carpenter said.

To support its decision, DEC cited a study by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which
found that emissions of dioxins and furans from backyard burning alone were greater than
those from all other sources combined for the years 2002-04.

Trash containing plastics, polystyrene, pressure-treated and painted wood and bleached or
colored papers produce harmful chemicals when burned. The study found that burns emit
arsenic, carbon monoxide, benzene, styrene, formaldehyde, lead, and hydrogen cyanide.

The ban excludes camp or cooking fires, celebratory bonfires, smudge pots to prevent frost
damage to crops, and disposal of tree limbs and branches between May and March.

Towns totally or partially within the boundaries of the Adirondack and Catskill parks are
designated fire towns under Environmental Conservation Law. The law prohibits open burning
without a written permit from the DEC,

Brian Nearing can be reached at 454-5094 or by e-mail at bnearing@timesunion.com.
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IT’S ILLEGAL TO BURN

HOUSEHOLD TRASH IN NEW YORK

Today’s household trash contains
many items that produce
unhealthy smoke like:

 Plastics
 lietal foils
e Batteries

Bleached or
colored papers

To report environmental law violations call
1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332)

Callers may file a complaint anonymously

DISPOSE OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD TRASH RESPONSIBLY
Visit www.dec.ny.gov to learn more

New York State
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