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From the desk of:

                 Keith A. Langley, Supervisor
  

                                      Town of East Greenbush

  

By now, many of you have heard the news about a casino proposed by private developers in
East Greenbush.

  

The casino is proposed for location on properties near Thompson Hill off Route 4. Developers
are hoping it will be chosen by the state as one of the seven new casinos approved by voters
during last fall’s elections.

  

There has been considerable discussion locally regarding possible casino projects since
approval of the casino referendum last November. The state casino referendum was supported
by a majority of Rensselaer County and East Greenbush voters, and the Capital Region is one
of the zones in the state guaranteed to have a casino sited.

  

Each casino will generate several million annually in revenue and fees to the host municipality
and host county. Because our region is certain to have a casino located here, and following
interest in surrounding communities, we believed it prudent to express interest in hosting a
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casino in town. Resolution 65-2014, “A Resolution In Support of Proposals for Casino Sites
within the Town of East Greenbush”, was adopted by a 5-0 vote.

  

Along with the reality that a casino will be located in the Capital Region, the revenues from a
casino could present a viable solution as our town faces the challenge of restoring town
finances, reducing debt and protecting the services our residents rely on.

  

That resolution was followed just days later by a firm proposal by Saratoga Casino and
Raceway to locate a casino in East Greenbush. Saratoga Casino was able to complete
purchase rights for properties involved and submitted the required $1 million fee to the state
casino licensing authorities as part of the effort to locate a casino in our town.

  

The filing of the application by Saratoga Casino will be followed by a public presentation by the
developer on the casino project. We expect to announce the date of the presentation in the near
future.  While there are many positive fiscal benefits to a casino project, we understand the
need to safeguard our community character and quality of life.

  

This is a very important project for East Greenbush, one with potential opportunity for our
community, but one that will prompt some questions and issues. The feelings of town residents
are a paramount importance to those of us in town government, and your feedback on this issue
is both needed and wanted. We will do our best to continue to update you as the project moves
forward and as there are opportunities for public review and comment.

  

Thank you.
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